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Welcome to the first issue of  our 
new monthly parish newsletter!  

As our parish community continues to 
grow and develop stewardship as a way of  
life, we recognize the need for increased 
communication. Through this newsletter, 
we hope to share stories that will help us all 
to better understand who we are as Catholics 
and what we are doing as individual 
members of  Christ’s family. In upcoming 
issues, we will focus on what’s going on in 
the Holy Name of  Jesus community, and 
how those activities and events are changing 
hearts and minds and helping parishioners 
grow closer to Christ and each other. Each 
article will ultimately focus on Christ at 
work within our community through the 
stewardship way of  life.

Our hope is that this newsletter will be a 
successful means for ongoing education and 
formation in our faith, and I pray it will be a 
vehicle through which you are informed and 
inspired to become more actively involved 
in the life of  Christ and the parish. 

Another way I hope to improve our 
parish’s communication efforts is through 

a comprehensive parish survey that will 
be conducted this spring. Through the 
survey, I want to hear from you regarding 
our parish and its future. A survey will be 
mailed to each home, and then I will ask 
you to take the time to fill it out and return 
it as soon as possible. Your input will be 
very important, and it will give the Pastoral 
Council and me a better understanding of  
your thoughts about our parish.
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What comes to mind when you hear the 
word “stewardship”?

Do you think of  it as just another way to talk 
about money? Do you quickly dismiss it as a notion 
that has nothing to do with being Catholic?

Stewardship is actually a concept that is 
Scripturally based, and is absolutely vital to 
our life as Catholics. God tells us, in the very 
first book of  the Old Testament, “Be fertile 
and multiply. Fill the earth and subdue it. Have 
dominion over the fish of  the sea, the birds of  
the air and all the living things that move on the 
earth” (Gen 1:28).

What does that mean to us today? It simply 
means that God is telling us, “This is yours, so 
take care of  it.” One of  the first things God tells 
us to do is to be good stewards of  the gifts He 
has entrusted to us! This is what Pope Francis is 
emphasizing in his new encyclical Laudato Si. 

The Old Testament is not the only place 
where we can find references to stewardship. 
Indeed, of  the 36 parables in the New Testament, 
more than half  of  them deal with time, talent, 
possessions, or money. Therefore, if  Jesus spoke 
of  stewardship that much, it should be a very 
important part of  our lives!

As Catholics, we refer to the three facets 
of  stewardship as “time, talent and treasure.” 
Although these are three concrete ways to express 
and measure stewardship, the United States 
Conference of  Catholic Bishops tells us that 
stewardship is part of  discipleship. Stewardship 
is a way of  responding to God’s call in every 
aspect of  our lives.

The Scriptures and Church traditions teach 
us one important point that cannot be overstated 

— that stewardship is primarily based on our 
need to give in gratitude, not on the Church’s 
need to receive. Of  course, both the Catholic 
Church and our particular parish will always 
need money. However, we are not asked to 
give simply to defray costs and fund charitable 
programs. We are instead asked to remember 
our need to gratefully return a portion of  our 
time, talent and treasure to God, recognizing all 
that He has given to us. 

It is important to remember that stewardship 
is a way of  life, and not a program. True Catholic 
stewardship involves an ongoing call to live as 
followers of  Christ. It takes time to find and define 
personal goals. You can begin by examining your 
personal commitments to the parish. How do you 
live your faith in your daily life with your family 
and friends? How much time do you spend in 
daily prayer, going to Mass or being involved in 
parish ministries and activities? What percentage 
of  your income should you give back to God every 
week? What talents do you have that could be 
used to strengthen our parish family?

The coming months will see us increasing and 
intensifying our education and communication 
on stewardship. We will be developing a better 
understanding of  how stewardship is a way 
of  responding to God’s call to discipleship. 
And with God’s help, changes will occur in 
each of  our hearts as we devote ourselves to a 
stewardship renewal within our parish. Examine 
how you are currently responding to God’s call to 
stewardship. If  God called you home tomorrow, 
would He proclaim, “Well done, my good and 
faithful servant”? 
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Extraordinary Ministers 
Fulfill a Memorable Role
Like a silent, reverent army, they approach the altar ready to serve. 

They’ll be the first to receive, but the very last to take their seats. They 
are special, both in the eyes of  the Church and to those whom they serve.

Fulfilling the role of  Extraordinary Minister of  Holy Communion 
means taking an important place among those who serve our parish at 
every Mass. Far from just helping make sure each parishioner receives 
Communion in an orderly and timely fashion, these individuals 
are also commanded with taking special care of  the Eucharist and 
possessing an attitude of  reverence worthy of  their job. 

Among the responsibilities fulfilled by the Extraordinary Ministers 
– or Eucharistic Ministers, as they are sometimes called – is to provide 
a welcoming presence to those accepting Communion through eye 
contact and demeanor, and to take special care in the way they touch the 
Eucharist and handle the altar vessels. Some are even tasked with taking 
the Eucharist to those who are sick or elderly and cannot attend Mass.

One such Extraordinary Minister here in our parish is Roberta 
Beach. Roberta has more than 12 years of  experience on the altar, 
and she serves as Coordinator for the Extraordinary Ministers of  Holy 
Communion, as well as team leader for the 9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass.

Roberta says she takes great joy in distributing the Body and 
Blood to her fellow parishioners. We asked her to share some of  the 
memorable times she’s had as a Eucharistic Minister.

“Every moment is memorable, but I would have to say one in 
particular stands out,” she says. “A mother and her young daughter 
were in line. As they approached me, the young daughter, after receiving 
a blessing, hugged me around the legs. It absolutely made my day.” 
 From a practical standpoint, the United States Conference 
of  Catholic Bishops says Extraordinary Ministers of  Holy 
Communion “should receive sufficient spiritual, theological, and 
practical preparation to fulfill their role with knowledge and 
reverence” and that “all ministers of  Holy Communion should 
show the greatest reverence for the Most Holy Eucharist by their 
demeanor, their attire, and the manner in which they handle the 
consecrated bread or wine.”

Like any ministry to the parish, having a role within the community is 
often what makes serving the church all the more special, as Roberta can attest.

“[I enjoy] seeing the people who attend Mass, especially new 
members or visitors,” Roberta says. “I know that I have made an 
impression on someone when they come up to me later and thank me 
for giving them Communion.”
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For more information about becoming an Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion, please contact the parish office at 415-664-8590.
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Uncovering the Treasure of  Holy Name of  Jesus School
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When people think of  a “Catholic school,” 
different images come to mind. Whether such 

a perspective comes from personal experience, or simply 
from others’ stories, you might want to take a step back 
and reevaluate your mental picture. When it comes to 
our school here at Holy Name of  Jesus Parish, there’s 
nothing stereotypical about it!

“Everybody jokes that it’s like a hidden gem, and 
I truly believe that,” says our Principal, Ms. Natalie 
Cirigliano.

And she should know. Born and raised in the Bay 
Area, Ms. Cirigliano is a product of  Catholic education, 
having attended St. Catherine’s and Mercy High School in 
Burlingame. She eventually went on to work at those schools, 
before joining the community of  Holy Name of  Jesus. 

“For me, [working in Catholic schools] was very 
important because it made me who I am,” she says. 
“It instilled values in me and I want to give back to the 
system that I felt helped to raise me. It’s not just a job – 
it’s a vocation, it’s a calling.”

Despite being the first school she has worked at that 
she had not previously attended, Ms. Cirigliano quickly 
found herself  loving our school.

“This is the best school community I’ve ever worked 
for,” she says. “The staff  is 100 percent all about the kids 
and just wants to improve what we offer.

“There’s a real community feel that you get,” Ms. 
Cirigliano continues. “The kids are friends with people, 
not just in their class but in other classes. I think it feels 
like a family, more than just a school. I think anyone 
who walks in sees that through the interactions between 
teachers and students, and between students and students. 
I think they also see students who are having fun. You 
can walk in a classroom and see kids who are excited and 
jumping out of  their seats to raise their hands.”

It’s no wonder that kids are excited to learn. With 
programs such as LEGO League Robotics Club and 
Engineering for Kids, children are offered opportunities 
to broaden their knowledge in non-traditional ways. 
Beginning next year, the school will also offer an iPad 
program for middle-school students, as well as the 
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opportunity for all students to learn either Spanish or 
Mandarin. 

The addition of  a Service Learning Coordinator to 
the staff  will increase the students’ opportunities to serve 
and give back to their community, through projects such 
as cleaning the bay and raising money for children with 
heart disease. 

“I wanted them to have more opportunities, and I 
wanted them to actually put themselves in other people’s 
shoes,” Ms. Cirigliano says. “I want them to actually go out 
and use their hands to help other people. I do believe that 
the earlier you learn that, the more empathetic you are and 
it makes you a better person, friend, and co-worker.”

In addition to all these key aspects of  school life at 
Holy Name of  Jesus, the deliberate focus on our faith is 
what sets it apart from other schools.  

“To me, what’s so special is the focus on morals and 
values,” Ms. Cirigliano says. “While you might get that 
in a non-Catholic school, it’s intentional and meaningful 
here. We purposely bring it into a number of  lessons, we 
purposely pull kids aside to talk to them when we notice 
something. It’s a more individualized education.” 

Ms. Cirigliano is grateful for the parish’s support of  
the school and hopes that parishioners will continue to 
be involved in the future. 

“I think when a church has a school, it really is 
bringing the mission alive, putting into practice what 
they preach,” she says.

Along with financial donations, Ms. Cirigliano 
encourages parishioners to give of  their time and talents. 
Whether someone would like to help with yard duty, offer 
an extracurricular after school activity, or give a mini-
lecture on a skill or topic, she welcomes anyone who 
would like to get involved. She also invites parishioners 
to stop by and gain a better understanding of  the school 
by coming on a tour. 

“I think it’s one of  the most amazing schools you 
could be a part of,” Ms. Cirigliano says. 

And she hopes you’ll come see for yourself !

If you are interested in learning more about our parish 
school, or would like information about getting involved, 
please contact Ms. Natalie Cirigliano at 415-731-4077 or 

ncirigliano@holynamesf.com.
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The Bible Class at   Holy Name of  Jesus
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Many people, when 
recalling the inspiration 

for their faith, tell the story of  
someone in their family. Some 
recall a grandmother, sitting and 
praying her Rosary each night, or 
a mother who woke everyone up 
for Mass each Sunday morning, 
whether they wanted to go or not. 
For others, it was their father. 

“My dad always quoted the 
Scriptures, but I was not one who 
read the Bible,” Marge Finney says. 
“So (attending the Bible Class) has 
been a real eye-opener for me. It’s 
increasing my knowledge.”

Although she was not raised 
Catholic, Marge converted as an 
adult, and has been attending the 
Bible Class at Holy Name of  Jesus 
for nearly 10 years. 

The group, which meets every 
Tuesday morning, reads and prays 
with the readings for the upcoming 
Sunday Mass, and spends time 
sharing their reflections.

“I really loved it because on 
Sundays when I went to church, I didn’t 
have to open up the book because I had 
knowledge of  the readings,” Marge 
says. “I could be more focused on the 
priest and on the lectors. 

“Being in the class and sharing 
and reflecting, it really opens your 
eyes,” she continues. “It’s more 
meaningful to you after you share 
and reflect in class. A lot of  us have 
so many questions, and when our 
questions are answered, it makes a 
tremendous difference.”

“(The class) has given me a 
different perspective on what’s 

in the Bible, and also different 
reflections from other people,” 
adds Eris Rodriguez, who has been 
part of  the group for the past year. 

For Eris, the Bible Class has fostered 
a understanding of  faith and Scripture.

 “I keep going because it has 
(awakened) a thirst for knowledge 
about the Bible that wasn’t there 
before,” Eris says. 

Since attending, Marge has 
also noticed changes in herself, as 
she walks the journey of  faith.

“It really has made a tremendous 
difference in my journey,” she says, 
“I used to be a person who was very 
judgmental. Through being a part of  
the group and reading the Scripture, 
and just learning more about the Lord 
and how He treated people and how 
He wants us to treat people, I think 

Each week, the group meets to discuss the readings for the upcoming Sunday. 

“Being in the class and 
sharing and reflecting, it 
really opens your eyes,” 
she continues. “It’s more 
meaningful to you after you 
share and reflect in class. A lot 
of us have so many questions, 
and when our questions 
are answered, it makes a 
tremendous difference.” 
– Marge Finney



Please Join Us For Our Upcoming Parish Mission!

Passing on a Love   for God’s Word
The Bible Class at   Holy Name of  Jesus

7

All members of  our Holy Name of  Jesus parish family are invited and 
encouraged to attend our upcoming Parish Mission on March 7-9, from 7 

to 8:30 p.m. in the church. The theme is “Jubilee Mission: Mercy and Abundant 
Grace in the Kingdom of  God,” and Rev. Thomas M. Santa, C.Ss.R. will lead our 
community during the mission.

The upcoming Parish Mission gives our Holy Name of  Jesus community a chance 
to share in deeper reflection and prayer, both so essential during this season of  Lent. 
And with a particular mission focus on mercy and forgiveness, we are provided with an 
ideal opportunity for Lenten reflection during this Jubilee Year of  Mercy, as declared by 
Pope Francis.

Our mission leader, Fr. Santa, presently serves as Director of  the New Evangelization 
Initiative, Redemptorists of  the Denver Province, and currently resides in Minneapolis, 
Minn. at St. Alphonsus Parish. Fr. Santa is also a published author of  numerous books 
including Sacred Refuge: How to Make A Retreat and Dear Padre: Questions Catholics Ask, among 
many others.

We hope you will join us for this wonderful faith opportunity on March 7-9!

I’m more prayerful and less judgmental. It’s really helping me 
on my spiritual journey to my heavenly home.”

She encourages others to consider coming and 
deepening their understanding of  the Bible.

“Come to one of  the meetings and see,” Marge says. 
“You won’t know unless you come and see. I can tell you all 
about it’s done for me and how much I have grown. But I 
would encourage someone to just come for a meeting and just 
see what it’s all about.” 

Although it was initially her father’s love of  Scripture that 
inspired her, now, Marge has found a love for God’s Word 
that is all her own.

“My dad would be very proud of  me,” she says. 
Here’s betting that God, your heavenly Father, is 

pretty happy about it, too. 

If you would like to get involved with the Bible Class, contact Sr. Necy Guan at 415-601-9583 or nguan@holynamesf.org. 
The Bible Class meets every Tuesday from 10 a.m. until 11:15 a.m. in the Flanagan Center. All are welcome!

The Bible Class at Holy Name of  Jesus gives parishioners a chance to reflect on 
Scripture and have their questions about God’s Word answered.



Mass Schedule
Monday -Saturday, 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m.
Saturday Vigil, 3:00 p.m. (Chinese), 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.
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Welcome  continued from front cover

This fall, we will conduct our Annual Stewardship 
Renewal. The Renewal is the time each year when we 
ask each other to re-prioritize the way we use God’s gifts 
in the Church. It is the time we write down how we will 
become more devoted to Christ over the next year with 
our commitments of  time (using my time on earth wisely; 
making time for personal prayer, family prayer, and quality 
time with friends and loved ones); talent (using God-given 
gifts to strengthen the Church through service to parish 
ministries and other activities), and treasure (the wise 
and just management of  my financial resources; giving a 
proportionate amount of  my income to the parish).

As we strive to develop stewardship as a way of  life at 
Holy Name of  Jesus, the support and involvement of  each 

individual parishioner is necessary to sustain the life of  our 
parish. All of  you have a place here, and all of  you have 
a role to fill in the life of  the parish as we live our lives as 
disciples of  Christ. 

May the Holy Spirit renew and refresh all of  us as we 
work together to build our parish family through the use of  
our time, talent and treasure.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Arnold Zamora,
Pastor


