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Holy Name of Jesus Church 
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Ryan Hall 
 



MOMENTOUS EVENTS                      
IN HOLY NAME OF JESUS CHURCH 

 

Groundbreaking – September 30, 1962 

First Mass—March 22, 1964 
 

First Baptism: Catherine Mary Dito, March 22, 1964 
 

First 1st Holy Communion Ceremony: March 22, 1964 
144 Holy Name School Students (Class of 1970) and CCD Students 

 
First Nuptial Mass: William Murphy and Marian Wentworth,                  

April 4, 1964 
 

Dedication of the New Church—April 5, 1964 
 

First Confirmation Ceremony: April 25, 1964 
143 Holy Name School Students (Class of 1965) and CCD Students 

 
First Graduation Ceremony: June 8, 1964 

102 Holy Name School Students (Class of 1964) 
 

Ordination Ceremony for San Francisco Archdiocese—June 4, 1966 
 

Easter Vigil Services Nationally Televised—March 25, 1967  
 



HOLY NAME OF JESUS CHURCH 
 
 
Dear Parishioners & Friends of Holy Name of Jesus, 
  
 2014 marks the 50th anniversary of our beloved church!  Imagine half a century of 
gathering together in prayer, support, faith and community.  We have truly been blessed 
with this house of worship which has brought a foundation of hope and daily renewal to many families 
and households. You have shared your family occasions with all of us, the happy and the sad. We have 
hosted numerous Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals throughout these 50 years, not to mention all the 
First Communions, Confirmations and Graduations.  I, too, celebrated my 50th birthday here at Holy 
Name, which will always be an important landmark in my life and priesthood.  Time and experience have 
continued to bring refinement in many areas of my life, and truly the 50th year is golden. 
  
 When I see the sun glow through our stained glass I am reminded of the golden light of the ha-
los shining over the heads of the Holy Trinity, saints and sacred figures, indicating an awareness and 
connection to God our Father and to our true nature.  We are all given the gift and opportunity each day 
to know our true selves more, with the help of the Holy Spirit through Christ Jesus.  That is the true gold, 
my friends, that is what we walk toward each day.  What a friend we have in Jesus!  He wraps Himself in 
light for all of us to see. 
  
 As the sun brings light, the light brings clarity and vision.  Although it is oftentimes cloudy in our 
Sunset District, the sun continues to shine high above the clouds and blessings rain down like gold upon 
our lives.  Find the gold in each day, the balm of friendship, neighbor, community, togetherness, even if 
we live alone.  We can see the beautiful ocean and the sunset every day, bringing us rest and com-
fort.  Let each morning be a new birth.  Always keep looking and you will find the gold, even in the sand 
and the clouds. 
  
 When Monsignor Flanagan decided upon the church’s design in 1960, he had a vision of God’s 
house, His ark that would carry us into the future.  We are here today, 50 years later, because Holy 
Name of Jesus Church has been a steady vessel, a rock and our refuge.  It will continue to carry 
us toward the golden sunset and beyond. 
  
 Happy 50th Anniversary Holy Name of Jesus Church!  May you continue shining brightly as a 
beacon of light in the Sunset. Praise be to God always.  You are all golden! 
   
Sincerely, 
  
     
Rev. Fr. Arnold E. Zamora 
Pastor 
 
 
 

1555 39TH AVENUE  SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94122 
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PROGRAM 
 

EMCEE 
Mr. William Bogdan 

 

WELCOME 
Rev. Arnold E. Zamora 

Pastor of Holy Name of Jesus Church 
 

INVOCATION 
Most Reverend Salvatore J. Cordileone 

Archbishop of San Francisco 
 

CLOSING REMARKS 
Benito Capuyan 

President, Holy Name Parish Council 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

Don Sebastiani & Sons Winery                                          
(Nancy Cechetti Sebastiani, HN '68) 

Cecchetti Wine Company                                               
(Roy Cecchetti, HN '71) 

Alsco Linen Co.                                                       
(Keving Breining, HN '77) 

Java Beach                                                           
(Pat Maguire, HN '81) 

 



Holy Name Church Celebrates  it’s 50th Anniversary                            
by Tom Bruton HN ‘64 

 On April 6th of this year Holy Name of Jesus Parish will commemorate the 50th       
anniversary of the dedication of the “new” church at 39th and Lawton Streets. Monsignor       
William Flanagan, Holy Name’s Pastor from 1956 through 1978, celebrated that dedication 
Mass along with Archbishop Joseph T. McGucken,  on Sunday, April 5th, 1964. It was the 
culmination of over a decade of planning, fundraising, and construction, and it was the ful-
fillment of the dream of Holy Name’s founding pastor, Father Richard Ryan. 

 The area of San Francisco occupied by Holy Name Parish, the Outer Sunset District, 
was one of the last portions of the City to be developed. Prior to 1920 it remained largely 
sand dunes dotted with portable “earthquake shacks.” These 14 by 18 foot cottages cost $2 
per month to rent and were provided through a relief fund after the quake of 1906 left two 
thirds of the City’s residents homeless. The Sunset district was also home to “Carville,” a 
community made up of discarded horse-drawn streetcars which enterprising residents 
bought for $20 and turned into beachfront homes. With the opening of the Twin Peaks      
tunnel in 1917, and the extension of several streetcar lines, builders started putting up tract 
homes in the Sunset at a frantic pace. At one point Henry Doelger, who built many of the 
homes surrounding the present church and school, completed as many as two per day. 

 In response to the rapid influx of new residents, many of them of Irish descent, Father 
Richard Ryan, originally from Bartlemy, County Cork, founded Holy Name Parish in        
October of 1925. He erected a makeshift church on 38th Ave. between Irving and Judah 
Streets and there he offered Mass for fourteen years until a new “temporary” church was 
built at 40th and Lawton Streets in 1940. A year later he was able to add an adjoining parish 
school and welcomed three hundred and four students from kindergarten through seventh 
grade. By 1950 the school had reached its capacity of nine hundred students. Since the 
church could only seat seven hundred  worshipers Father Ryan’s vision had always been to 
eventually build a grander church. To that end he spearheaded a fundraising drive in 1954, 
hoping to raise the funds needed to retire the existing debt and provide a down payment on 
a new church that was estimated to 
cost  $800,000. Father Ryan              
succumbed to an illness in            
November of 1956, so his dream 
was passed on to his successor  
Monsignor Flanagan. The new       
pastor continued the fundraising  
effort and together with a committee 
of enthusiastic parishioners they        
finalized the plans for the new 
church in 1960. 



The building site included a large portion of the existing 
schoolyard and the lot occupied by the Rectory. To make 
room for the new church the parish decided to move the 
rectory across the street. This involved buying four 
homes on the corner of 39th and Lawton Streets and 
moving them to vacant lots on 44th Ave. Then the              

rectory was moved to the newly vacated lot. This process took several months and served as 
quite the attraction for the students and 
parishioners. As a result of all the       
construction the school children lost the 
use of their yard for three years. During 
this period the school barricaded  of 
Lawton St. and 40th Avenue during        
recess and lunch for play. Members of 
the Holy 
Name 
classes  

of 1962 through 1964 have vivid memories of rolling out  
volleyball poles imbedded in cement filled tires. Resourceful 
parents also constructed collapsible basketball hoops that  
resembled medieval catapults, which the students would 
wheel out each day. The very popular parish festival that 
had always been held in a circus sized tent in the schoolyard 
each fall was forced to take a sabbatical during construction. 
But when the old church was converted to a hall and            
gymnasium the festival had a new home. The old schoolyard 
also featured a handball court constructed of  cement and 
chain link fencing. By tradition it was the exclusive domain 
of the eighth grade boys and despite its prison 
like appearance many boys watched in sadness as 
a giant wrecking ball ended their dreams of one 
day becoming kings of the court.                                                                                               

The initial design developed in the late 1950’s for 
the new church was a traditional rectangular 
structure resembling many of the missions built 
throughout California. But by the time Archbish-
op McGucken presided over the groundbreaking 
for the new church on  September 30, 1962, the 
plan had changed dramatically.  



 The Second Vatican Council had just started earlier that year and Monsignor Flana-
gan and his advisors seemed to anticipate the liturgical reforms that were being discussed in 
Rome. The final plan called for a seating capacity of eleven hundred with the floor gently 
pitched towards the altar for better view-
ing and to enhance the feeling of commu-
nity surrounding the altar. The church 
would have only seventeen rows of pews 
forming an arc around the altar so that 
everyone would be close to the celebrant. 
The design was controversial at the time 
and Archbishop McGucken’s initial reac-
tion to it was to call it “interesting.” Ulti-
mately the plan got the green light and 
construction commenced. In December of 
1963, only months before the completion 
date, the plan was revised as the Arch-
bishop gave permission to install the main altar facing the congregation. As a result Holy 
Name became one of the first churches in the U.S. to incorporate this feature. Monsignor 
Flanagan proudly called the church “the most modern, functional church of its time.” 

 Since 1964, Holy Name Church has celebrated thousands of baptisms and weddings, 
has been the site of many police officer and firefighter funerals, and even hosted the ordina-
tion of priests when the new Cathedral was under construction. For the 50th Anniversary 
Holy Name’s current Pastor, Father Arnold Zamora, is inviting back as special guests those 
who hold a special place in the history of the new church including the first child baptized, 
the first couple married, the first graduating class and the first classes to receive the sacra-
ments there. Priests and sisters who served Holy Name Parish are also invited back along 
with all members of the Parish community past and present. The Anniversary Mass will be 
celebrated by Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone on Sunday, April 6, 2014, at 10:30 AM with a 
reception to follow in the Parish hall. 



Groundbreaking Day: September 30, 1962  with Archbishop 
McGucken and Monsignor Flanagan doing the  honors. 

The Rectory at it’s new location on Lawton Street. 

Photos of the Rectory while it was being moved from 39th Avenue to Lawton Street. 

The Rectory was originally located on the corner of 39th Ave. 
next to Holy Name Convent. 

One of the purchased homes on 39th Ave. being prepared           
to move to 44th Ave. 



With the Rectory at it’s new location, and the ground leveled, it was time to build the new Church. 

Only massive steel beams and solid hardwood will do for this House of God. 

Heating coils being laid down for our radiant heating. Can you guess how long it took to build this                           
massive scaffolding? 



These photos show the steel trusses for the roof and some poured concrete for the structure.  

The exterior will blend with the other buildings on the site with it’s off-white plastered concrete and red tile roof. 

Before and after photos of our skylight. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations and best wishes 

Holy Name of Jesus Church                 

Msgr. Flanagan with the cross on the 
roof of the Church as a backdrop.  

“The Burning Bush” 
stained glass Church doors. 

Mr. Ludwig Merent, sculptor working on the                 
finishing touches on the Blessed Mother statue. 
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50th ANNIVERSARY DONORS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
$1,500 

ANONYMOUS                                        

$1,000                                             
FIL-AM CLUB of HOLY NAME                                        

John & Maryanne Murray   

$500                                                
Benito & Ofelia Capuyan & Family                                      
Mrs. Isabel Dominguez & Family                                       

HOLY NAME CHINESE COMMUNITY                                 
HOLY NAME PARISH COUNCIL                                      

$300                                                
Mrs. Katherine Creedon                                               

$250                                               
Mr. & Mrs. Vic Bermudez                                              

 Louis & Ivy Chan                                                 
Larry & Hilda de la Cruz                                              

Susan Logan 

 



50th ANNIVERSARY DONORS continued... 
 

$100                                                             
Mrs. Maria Begorre                                                       

Mr. & Mrs. Sean Dunne                                                    
Mr. & Mrs. Gerry Cassidy                                                  

Teodora J. de la Cruz                                                      
In Memory of Joe & Josephine Dito                                         

Jean-Louise & Gloria Etchelet & Family                                      
Ms. Sylvia King                                                          

Marciano & Julieta Machate                                                
Don & Cathy Mibach                                                      

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Molinari                                             
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Nho Nguyen                                              

Mr. & Mrs. Tri Nguyen                                                    
Ms. Estela Nolasco /Cruise Planners Bay Area                                

Mrs. Evelyn Otellini                                                       
Mr. & Mrs. Rene Payumo                                                  

Ms. Patricia Quinn                                                        
Mr. & Mrs. Ramsey Ramos                                                 

Ms. Rose Tang                                                            
Ron & Ruth Tortorelli                                                     
Mrs. Caridad Wright 

Under $100 
George & Maureen Arriola 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Gaggero 

Mr. & Mrs. Rolando Vallecillo 
 

Gratitude is also expressed to those individuals and organizations who have sent                               
in their donations and advertisements which are not listed because of time constraints. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Fil-Am Club 
Celebrates its 35th Anniversary in Holy Name Parish 

September 2014 
 

 

The Fil-Am Club of Holy Name 
Serving Holy Name of Jesus Parish Since 1979 

 
With One Body, One Spirit, 

we salute Holy Name of Jesus Church 

 on its 50th Anniversary. 
 

MABUHAY! 

Salamat sa Diyos! 



 
GREETINGS  FROM THE                                                               

HOLY NAME PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
Benito Capuyan, President 

Paul Roscelli, Vice President 
Roberta Beach 

Louis Chan 
Mike Downing 

Cynthia Lee 
Madeline Morten 
Ramsey Ramos 

Alice Seher 
Mike Sharpe 
Linda Sideco 

David Valle-Schwenk 
Jason Wilkinson 

Rev. Arnold E. Zamora, Moderator 
 

 
Congratulations to                  

Holy Name of  Jesus Church          
on its 50th Anniversary 

 
 

Benito & Ofelia Capuyan                          
Parish Council President 2014 

 
 

Michelle HN ‘81 & Dr. Kenneth Lo 
Laura HN ‘82 & Darien Lum 

Benito III HN ‘89 & Rangsiwan Fasudhani 
Angelina HN ‘91 & Michael Mendoza 

 
 

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS and 
OUR VERY BEST WISHES  
to HOLY NAME OF JESUS  

PARISH  
on this                                     

MOST SPECIAL OCCASION! 
 

Mrs. Isabel Dominguez  
& Family 

 
In Memory of                         

JOSE DOMINGUEZ 
 

 

 
With                                            

warmest congratulations 
and best wishes on the               

50th Anniversary of                            
Holy Name of  Jesus Church  

 
 

HOLY NAME                          
CHINESE COMMUNITY 

 

 
 



The Jesus Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

Son of God, 
Have mercy on me, 

a sinner. 

 
 

Honor the Holy Name of Jesus! 
 

The invocation of the holy name 
of Jesus is the simplest way of                        

praying always… 
 

“God greatly exalted him and 
Bestowed on him the name that is 

Above every name that at the 
Name of Jesus every knee should 
Bend, of those in heaven and on 
Earth and under the earth, and 
Every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
The Father.” Philippians 2:9-11 

 



Sr. Mary Anselm, RSM 
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS CHURCH 
1555 39TH AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94122 

(415) 664-8590  WWW.HOLYNAMESF.ORG 
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